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Abstract
Linguistic expressions are sometimes used (rather than explicitly
mentioned) to communicate about the expressions themselves. Some
philosophers think such phenomena as Gricean conversational
implicatures. Grice’s explanation of conversational implicatures depends
on inference based on what is said, roughly speaking, literal contents of
utterances. This fact requires listeners to know the literal meanings of
all expressions constructing sentences speakers use. However, some
metalinguistic uses include using expressions whose meanings listeners
do not know. I argue that there are indirect communications like
conversational implicatures in which listeners do not know some of
meanings of words used by speakers. Some of metalinguistic uses fall

into such a category.
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