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To repeat, what the correct following of a rule consists in cannot be described more

closely than by describing the Jlearning of ‘proceeding according to the rule.” And this
description is an everyday one, like that of cooking and sewing, for example. It

presupposes as much as these. It distinguishes one thing from another, and so it
informs a human being who is ignorant of something particular. (Cf. the remark:
Philosophy doesn’t use a preparatory language ,etc.)

(Remarks on the Foundations of Mathematics, Part VII §26,p.392, F#gIZ5| FH#)
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SUMMARIZING

Mathematics is created by a free action independent of experience; it develops from a

single aprioristic basic intuition, which may be called invariance in change as well as
unity in multitude.)

In mathematics mathematical definitions and properties ought not to be studied again
by mathematical methods; they ought to be no more than a means of conducting as
economically as possible one’s own memory and communication with other people. In

the system of definitions there are elements of mathematical construction which must

remain irreducible and which therefore, when communicated, must be understood from




a single word or symbol; these are the elements of construction which are immediately
conceived in the basic intuition or intuition of the continuum. Notions such as

continuous, entity, once more, and so on are irreducible.
(L.E.J.Brouwer, On the foundations of mathematics, Thesis, 1907, in Collected
Works 1, p.97, F#I1Z5 &)
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